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The Death of a Nation 


INTRODUCTION 


WHO AND WHERE ARE THE 
NESTORIANS? 


HEY have been known under various 
appellations, as— 

Arameans*—but the expression was dis- 
liked by them, as it seemed to smack of 
heathenism, and they insist that the term 
was a misnomer given by the Jews to all who 
were outside the pale of Judaism. 

Chaldeans*—is the name by which they 


tPayne Smith, Thesaurus Syriacus. Audo, Diction- 
naire de la Langue Chaldéenne, Introduction, p.9. David, 
Grammaire de la Langue Araméenne, Introduction, p. 10. 

2 Assemani, iv., pp. 1, 3. Layard, i., p. 217, new ed: 
Badger, The Nestorians and their Rituals,i.,p.179. Grant, 
The Nestorians, p. 170. Smith and Dwight, Missionary 
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have been recorded in certain ecclesiastical 
documents and rituals, to designate their 
ancient origin as a race, and their relation 
to Abraham, who was from ‘‘ Ur of the Chal- 
dees.” They may, therefore, justly lay 
claim to the title, as the descendants of the 
ancient Chaldeans, and no valid objection 
can be urged against the assumption. It is, 
evidently, in this sense that Assemani uses 
the term, when he says: ‘‘Chaldeans or As- 
syrians; whom, from that part of the globe 
which they inhabit, we term Orientals.” 
Ainsworth, in his Travels and Researches in 
Asia Minor and Mesopotamia, correctly 
styles them ‘‘Chaldeans”; and Mr. Layard, 
in his Nineveh and its Remains, adopts the 
same nomenclature. On the other hand, 
certain writers, like Gabriel, Bishop of Hur- 
mizdashir, and Daniel, of Resh Aina, identify 


Researches, ii., p. 186. Duval, Les Dialectes Néo-Araméens 
de Salamas, Introduction, p. 3. 

According to certain Oriental historians, the ancient 
Chaldeans inhabited the Kurdistan Mountains. Bar- 
Kepa, Bar-hebreus, Bar-Salibha, and others maintain 
that the mountains should be called Chaldistan (the 
habitation of Chaldeans) and not Kurdistan. 
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the Chaldeans with astrologers and heretics, 
and treat them as such. Since 1681, when 
the Metropolitan of Diarbekir was first 
consecrated, by the Pope, as the Patriarch of 
the Chaldeans, the term is confined, almost 
exclusively, to those members of the commu- 
nity who have joined the Roman Catholic 
Uniats. 

Assyrians*:—There can be but little doubt 
that the Chaldeans were of the same family 
with the Assyrians. And the similarity of 
the physiognomy of certain tribes of this 
race to that of the Assyrians and Chaldeans 
as sculptured upon the ancient monuments, 
which have been excavated in the ruins of 
Nineveh, is remarkable. 

Syrians?:—It is claimed that the term is 
merely the shortened form and a Christian 
adaptation of the word, ‘‘ Assyrians,” which 








t Badger, i., p. 179. Assemani, iv., pp. I, 375. 

2Wright, Comparative Grammar of the Semitic Lan- 
guages, p.15. Ndéldeke, in Hermes, i., p. 443, and ZDMG. 
xV., p. 113. David, Grammaire dela Langue Araméenne, 
Introduction, p. 11. Audo, Dictionnaire de la Langue 
Chaldéenne, Introduction, p. 9. 
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they may with equal right take to themselves 
as their most proper name; and that, origin- 
ally, they are not from Syria proper as the 
term “Syrians” would suggest, but from 
Assyria. 

Nestorians':—This name, which has a 
theological significance, was applied to them, 
probably centuries after Nestorius, and was 
first used by the Roman Catholics to con- 
vey the stigma of a heresy, who found it ne- 
cessary to bestow upon them such a title in 
contradistinction to the name ‘“‘Chaldeans”’ 
which they applied only to the Assyrian 
proselytes to Rome. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the name 
“‘Nestorians’’ is disliked and disavowed by 
the people themselves, still, since it has been 
forced upon them, and since by that name 
they are best known to the world, they have 
been obliged to recognize it. 

Mar Yohannan,? the Nestorian Bishop of 


"Badger, Nestorians and their Rituals, i., p. 178. Lay- 
ard, Nineveh and \its Remains, i., p.259. Assemani, iv., 
PP. 1; 375: 

2 Murdock’s Translation of Syriac New Testament, 
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Urumia, Persia, said to the missionary, 
Justin Perkins: “We shall soon be at war if 
you do not cease calling us ‘Nestorians.’” 


THE HOME OF THE NESTORIANS* 


The original home of the Nestorians is 
supposed to be in Assyria or Mesopotamia, 
with its headquarters at Seleucia-Ctesiphon, 
the twin capital of Persia, on the River 
Tigris. This beautiful country, as a connect- 
- ing link between East and West, has been 
doomed to be the battlefield for the ever- 
lastingly contending races of the Eastern and 
Western empires; first, between the Greeks 
and Parthians, then between the Romans 
and Persians, and later between the Turks 
and Persians. A war between the Eastern 
and Western states always spelled persecution 
Introduction, p. 20, n; Assemani, iv., p. 1; Mosheim, 
p-203,0.1. Badger,i, pp. 178, 181; ii., p.376. Layard, 
L, p- 217, new ed 

For the identification of these various appellations, see 
the author’s introduction to his Modern Syriac-English 
Dictionary. 

* Badger, i, p. 256. Layard,i, p. 204, new ed. Asse- 
mani, iv., p. I. 
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for them. A Persian war with Rome and a 
persecution of the Nestorian Christians had 
usually gone hand in hand; it made little 
difference to the persecuted ‘‘which caused 
which.’”’ And as the Christians were found 
both in the Eastern and Western empires, 
in either empire they were looked upon as 
suspects, and sympathizers with their co- 
religionists in the land of their enemies. 
Consequently, whenever the emperor of 
either state returned from war defeated, he 
would wreak his vengeance on the Christians 
of his own land, and make them pay the bill. 
The other states, naturally, protected them. 
During the present war, however, the Turks 
and Persians, who had always been in arms 
against each other, forgot their quarrels, 
and joined hands against Christians. It is 
a Holy War. : 

Thus, this Christian community formed a 
buffer between the two antagonistic faiths 
of Europe and Asia. Consequently, they 
were exposed to constant persecutions and 
massacres; their cities were destroyed, coun- 
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try ruined, and the population partly exter- 
minated and partly banished into distant 
lands; the remnant who escaped the ravag- 
ing sword of the Persians and the Romans, 
in spite of all these vicissitudes still lingered 
around their ruins, spoke the language of 
their ancestors, retained the name of their 
race, and clung with many tenacious roots 
to the soil of their birth. 

This ill-fated community has seen un- 
numbered woes in its religious and secular 
history, but its bitterest cup had to be 
tasted in this twentieth century. They have 
always turned the cheek, but the enemy is 
not yet convinced that it is wrong to smite 
them. 

The Muhammadans’ hatred of the Chris- 
tians, in the East, where the religion is deter- 
minant of nationality, is unintelligible to 
the western people. They are dwelling in 
the same land, and living side by side for 
generations in peace and quiet; for all that, 
abating no jot of bitter hatred. And it 
blazes up like the fires from a long dormant 
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voleano at the least opportunity for its 
indulgence. 

After centuries of persecution, however, 
they were gradually driven farther east into 
Media and Persia. To-day they are found, 
roughly, in the district which lies between 
Lake Urumia, Lake Van, the eastern Tigris, 
and Mosul, partly under Persian and partly 
under Turkish rule. So they have always 
been caught between the upper and the nether 
millstones. Their number is given as one 
hundred and ninety thousand; whereas at one 
time they boasted a population more numer- 
ous than all the other Christian bodies 
combined. 

Their present Patriarch, Benyamin Mar 
Shimun, who was consecrated in 1903, is the 
one hundred and thirty-eighth Catholicos of 
the East, and the fourteenth of those who 
have resided at Quchanis in the Kurdistan 
Mountains. 

For convenience they may be divided into 
three or rather four general groups: 

The first group, numbering about thirty 


yyNorosiepy “sIPT pur [ezeoy *N ‘Wy Jo AsoyInog 
yeog [eyolemmeg syft—stueyond) jo osejt, 








Who Are the Nestorians ? 9 


thousand, are residing in the villages and 
the city of the plain of Urumia, Persia, and 
its environs. These suffered terribly as the 
tides of war between the Russians and Turks 
ebbed back and forth over the plain. 

The second group, consisting of about 
ninety thousand, were settled in the central 
Kurdistan Mountains, Turkey, since the 
fourteenth century. 

The third group, numbering some seventy 
thousand, inhabited the valley of the Tigris 
or Bohtan-su region, between Diarbekir and 
Mosul, close to the ruins of Nineveh. 

Besides these three groups, there are also 
the Syrian Jacobites who claim to have a 
community of two hundred thousand souls, 
and live in Diarbekir, Mardin, and other 
settlements of Armenia. 


THE PLAIN OF URUMIA 


The alluvial plain of Urumia‘ is the most 
picturesque and flourishing spotinthe western . 
part of Azerbaijan, the northwestern province 


t Jackson, Persia Past and Present, p. 88. 
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of Persia; bounded on the east by the salt 
lake of that name, and on the west by the 
undulating and grassy slopes of the snow- 
capped range of Kurdistan or the Zagros 
mountains, whose imposing ranges sweep 
down quite to the waters of the lake at the 
extremities of the plain, and enclose it like 
a vast amphitheater and give it a salubrious 
climate. From the mountains descend three 
meandering streams which feed a thousand 
irrigation ditches, and give fertility to the 
innumerable orchards and vineyards, laden 
with a large variety of fruit. In the summer, 
the whole plain is half sunk in shrubbery 
and in the numerous rows of willows, pop- 
lars, and sycamore trees planted along the 
watercourses. The whole scenery is like the 
“‘Garden of Eden.” 

Over three hundred villages are scattered 
about over the plain, in every suitable spot, 
and the Christian inhabitants number about 
forty thousand. In some cases they occupy 
a village exclusively, and in the others they 
live together with the Muhammadans, 


unwiyg [neg ‘Ijy jo ssouputyy 
eluniy Jo qingqns VW 
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THE CITY OF URUMIA 


The compact city of Urumia, which is 
situated in the center of the plain, contains 
a population of about thirty thousand; the 
bulk are Muhammadans, but it also com- 
prises a considerable sprinkling of Assyrians, 
Armenians, and Jewish families. 

The city of Urumia is the reputed birth- 
place of Zoroaster.* In the plain are numerous 
ash mounds, some of them covering many 
acres of ground. They are believed to be the 
fire places or temples of Parsees. Here is also 
the old church of St. Mary, wherein is the 
tomb of one of the three wise men, who died 
in Urumia on his way from Bethlehem. 
The date of the settlement of the Assyrians 
in this district is not known, but Urumia is 
mentioned as the see of one of their bishops 
called Abhdisho, as early as IIII A.D. 


URUMIA AS THE HEADQUARTERS OF CHRISTIAN 
ACTIVITIES 


Here the American Mission began its 
work in 1834, under the American Board; 


t Jackson, Persia Past and Present, p. 102, 
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and in 1871, the mission was transferred to 
the Presbyterian Board. 

The Roman Catholics had started their 
work long before that time. 

About the year 1872, a Lutheran Mission 
was established by a native. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Personal 
Mission to the Assyrian Christians was es- 
tablished in 1886. The unselfish work of 
the self-sacrificing members of this Mission, 
who had devoted themselves to educate and 
uplift the people, has unfortunately just been 
discontinued on account of this war. 

In 1894 German missionaries settled there, 
for a short period only, for the evangelization 
of the Jews. 

THE ASSYRIAN CHRISTIANS AS A PEOPLE,— 
EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF THE BISHOP 


OF GIBRALTAR, WHO VISITED THE ASSY- 
RIANS IN 1907? 


“As to the Assyrian people, I lost my heart 
to them completely; and I think there can 


*Heazell and Margoliouth, Kurds and Christians, 
PP- 195, 196. 
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_ be no question that they are a finer race than 
the Armenian, the Georgian, and indeed 
any other of the peoples in that part of the 
world. The defects in races which have long 
been subject to the Turk, which usually 
disgust Western observers, are almost insep- 
arable from long-continued oppression; but 
the poorest Assyrian of the mountains has 
preserved a natural dignity, courage, and a 
freshness which are very lovable, whilst he 
has far more of resourcefulness and ‘saving 
common sense’ than most of the people 
round about. And this, be it remembered, 
subsists in the face of tyranny and hardships 
which seem almost to become worse year by 
year. ‘The freedom of their strictures, and’ 
the manliness of their moral lessons, will 
hardly be conceived by those who have been 
accustomed to annex to Eastern minds the 
feelings alone of servility and terror.’ 

“¢NMar Shimun’s people’ struck me much 
in their ethnic capacity; I was not less struck 
with them as a Church. That they are 
still very ignorant and backward goes with- 
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out saying; it could hardly be otherwise 
after centuries of seclusion and persecution. 
But there is a naturalness, a simplicity, and 
a spontaneity about their religion which is 
very attractive. In many ways they seem 
to me to illustrate the life of Christians of 
very early days, both in its strength and inits 
weakness; and again, whilst they have plenty 
of ethnic superstitions of their own [some 
derived from Magian sources], there is a 
remarkable absence of modern ‘corruptions’ 
in their religion, or of such a mixture of 
pagan and Christian superstition as is to be 
found, for example, amongst the Orthodox 
in some of the Greek islands.” 


INFLUENCE OF NESTORIAN MISSIONARIES 
IN INDIA 


There is a constant tradition of the 
Church, that Christianity was introduced 
into India by St. Thomas the Apostle,* and 
it continued for many centuries to flourish, 


* Eusebius, Hist. Ecc., lib. i., cap. iii. Assemani, iv., 
PP- 4, 25, 32-34, 435 f. 





Ruel Mar Shimun, Late Patriarch of the Assyrian Christians 
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One of the bishops at the Council of Nicza 
signs himself as the Prelate of Persia and 
Great India. At length they grew so power- 
ful that they were enabled to elect a king 
from among themselves. The first of these 
monarchs was called Baliart, who assumed 
the title of King of the Christians of St. 
Thomas. His descendants succeeded him 
for several generations. A recent account 
puts the number of the Nestorians in India 
at two hundred thousand, by far the greater 
part being Roman Catholics now. Their 
headquarters is at Malabar. . 
This body, the Nestorians, which, after 
long struggles in the courts in India, has won 
definite recognition of its right to exist, and 
to hold certain not inconsiderable endow- 
ments, is that portion of the Church of St. 
Thomas which still remains loyal to its 
‘ancient Patriarch. Anciently, the Church 
of Malabar was indisputably one of the 
many provinces whose Metropolitans owed 
allegiance to the Patriarchs of Baghdad, 
whose representative is the present Mar 
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Shimun. Roman Catholic (¢. e., Portu- 
guese) interferencecut them off in the fifteenth 
century from all communication with their 
chief, and these ‘‘ Nestorians’’ in consequence 
became Jacobites in preference to becoming 
Roman, and submitted to the Patriarch 
Ignatius of Mardin. They could hardly 
have given a better proof that their separa- 
tion from the bulk of Christendom was for 
national rather than theological reasons. A 
portion of the Church, however, remained 
in more or less uneasy subjection to the 
Pope, and these ‘‘Syro-Chaldeans” are a 
later separation from that portion who split 
off about 1850, and then sought, and ob- 
tained, a Bishop from their original and un- 
forgotten Patriarch, whose seat had in the 
meantime shifted several times, and was at 
last at Quchanis. 

These Nestorians of India for several 
years had been anxiously asking Mar Shimun 
for a Bishop, as the present Bishop was very 
old. In 1908 he consecrated the Arch- 
deacon Abimelech (now Mar Timotheus), a 





Mar Timotheos 
Metropolitan of Nestorian Church, 


Trichur, India 
Courtesy of F. N. Heazell and Mrs. Margoliouth 
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member of his family, as a Metropolitan 
for the Syrian Nestorian Church of Travan- 
core and Cochin, in South India. 

One of the settlements of the Nestorian col- 
onies was at Malabar near Madras. Here the 
Hindus have now a joint worship, partly Hindu 
and partly ‘Christian. Ramanuja Acharya 
(11th century), the author of the great pro- 
test against the Vedantic pantheism of San- 
karacharya, was born and educated within 
a few miles of Mylapore or Malabar. His 
doctrines differed widely from those of the 
orthodox Hinduism of his time, and where 
they differed from it they agreed with Chris- 
tianity. His most important doctrine was 
that the Supreme Deity was a personal loving 
All-Father, and that the released soul was 
not absorbed into God after death, but 
maintained an everlasting personal existence 
near Him, and became in its nature like Him. 
From this was derived the doctrine of Bhakti, 
or of loving personal devotion to a personal 
God, who became incarnate to relieve the 


world from sin, and who is now in heaven 
2 
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still a loving and personal Deity watching 
and guarding His followers. In the Puranas 
there was the extraordinary fact that the 
ceremonies celebrating the birth festival of 
Krishna did not agree with the current 
legends of his birth, but had been altered so 
as to coincide with the Gospel narratives of 
the birth of Jesus Christ. The vernacular 
Bhakti literature was full of reminiscences 
of Christianity. This dated from the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, when the 
doctrine was first preached in Northern India, 
and was very widely adopted, causing the 
greatest religious revolution which India had 
seen—a revolution little considered by Euro- 
pean writers becausethe evidence dealing with 
it was not written in Sanskrit. There were 
Indian saints of those times who maintained 
that right initiation meant being ‘‘born 
again.’”” One plucked out his eye and cast it 
from him because it had offended him. An- 
other cut off his right hand for the 
Same reason. Kabir’s doctrine of the 
Sabda, or Word, must have been borrowed 
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from the opening verses of St. John’s 
Gospel. The Kabir sect refused to worship 
any Hindu deity or perform any Hindu 
rite. In the sacramental meal of Kabir’s 
followers food and water were distri- 
buted as Kabir’s special gift conferring 
eternal life, and portions of this food were 
reserved for the sick. This evidence showed 
that the great Indian reformation of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries was sug- 
gested by ideas borrowed from the Nestorian 
Christians of Southern India. 


THE FAITH OF THE NESTORIANS? 


The Assyrian or Chaldean Church accepts 
the first two Cicumenical Councils of the 
Christian Church, but it was cut off from 
the communion of the Catholic Church in 
the fifth century after Christ for rejecting 
the third Council, held at Ephesus in 431, 
which condemned Nestorius and his opinions. 

When the Church was free of persecutions 


t Assemani, iv., pp. 190-203 and 210-223. Mosheim, 
pp. 199-203. Wigram, p. 132. 
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for a while, its internal life was disturbed 
by a new element—the vexed Christological 
controversy that brought heresies of various 
names in its train. 

The Nestorians and Monophysites at- 
tempted to explain the question in two differ- 
ent ways, which superficially seemed to be 
opposite but essentially were the same. The 
former declared the Incarnation to be a mere 
association of a man with the Divinity, the 
latter believed the manhood was annihilated 
by assumption. In either case, the explana- 
tion lies in the belief of the incompatibility 
of the human and Divine. Each side vigor- 
ously asserted that the other was teaching a 
doctrine which the other as vigorously denied 
that it taught. Monophysites stretched the 
Nestorians’ tenets to their extreme logical 
conclusion, and presented them as their doc- 
trines. Nestorians returned the compliment 
to Monophysites. Each called himself ‘‘or- 
thodox’’ and the other ‘“‘heterodox.’’ It was 
a batile chiefly of words'and names. 

Of course every human expression fails 
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to describe fully the mystery of the Incarna- 
tion. Thecommon seek the commonplace ex- 
planation of amystery. But when one seeks 
to express infinite truth in finite terms, he de- 
tracts from its importance. The words can 
only suggest the idea back of them, rather 
than accurately explain that idea. In this 
case each party as a rule only half remem- 
bered the inadequacy of their own terms, 
and quite forgot it as regards those of their 
opponents. Neither side made any attempt 
to get ‘‘behind the words.” 

The theological doctrines held by both 
were essentially almost identical, and only 
verbally different; at least, they did not 
differ as widely as one may infer from the 
rancor of their debates. Of course each 
word was capable of interpretations that 
could not possibly be read into the other, but 
the theological sense of one word, as used by 
one party, was identical with the theological 
sense of the word as used by the other. 

“The evidence of the sincerity of the Nesto- 
rian Christians is not to be sought in meta- 
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physical discussions and __ hair-splitting 
theology, but in the tears of saints and the 
blood of martyrs.” That they should have 
withstood all attacks and have kept the 
faith during the centuries of tyranny and 
bitter persecution, is no small tribute to 
their Christian character and to an in- 
spiring fidelity to their Divine Lord and 
Master. ‘The love of Christ must sweep 
away the hollow, shallow distinctions which 
part men asunder.” 

The Nestorian Church has always been 
a Church, in fact, not of cities and villages, 
but of mountains, and caves, and dens of 
earth. These were the sanctuaries in which 
this unarmed and defenseless church in- 
trenched itself against the oppressors in the 
midst of never-ceasing war. 

Out of these sufferings and’ conflicting 
elements was formed a type of character in 
which fortitude, sincerity, and sympathy 
were blended with the most daring courage, 
which made the Christians stand fast in the 
face of death. 
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Eastern Christianity was _bound by the 
local peculiarities, from which the Church 
of the West had shaken itself free. The 
Nestorian Church had been profoundly in- 
fluenced by the geographical situation, physi- 
cal constitution, mental temperament, and 
the racial characteristics of the Asiatic races 
who formed the bulk of the Church. And 
as the Christians themselves were making 
constant efforts to hold fast their faith, and 
at the same time to avoid the incessant 
persecutions, they were constrained to modify 
some of their teachings, and adapt them- 
selves totheirenvironments and requirements. 
_ Such efforts as these took the shape of the 
corporate adoption of a form of Christianity, 
which those in more favorable circumstances 
complacently call heresy. 

It is true there is a real difference between 
the Church of the East and the Churches of 
Antioch and of Rome. The Greek theo- 
logy does not suit well the Eastern mind, 
nor does it sound well in the Syriac language. 
Thus, they were divided by the barrier of 
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language, which, though it did not estrange 
them, separated them, so that the Eastern 
Church grew up under influences different 
from those which helped to mold the 
Greco-Roman Church. Nevertheless, the 
Nestorian Church had an apostolic origin, 
and was in full communion with all the 
chief centers of Christianity. Many of their 
Saints are recognized as Saints by the Church 
Universal. . 

Such are the antecedents of these historical 
Christians, whose remnants the Muham- 
madans are seeking to destroy root and 
branch. 


A CHURCH MILITANT 


This Church has been fighting hand to. 
hand, for almost eighteen centuries, with 
all kinds of enemies, and never relaxed in its 
labors. When the legions of Arabs poured 
out of Arabia to conquer the world, Persia 
fell before them; Asia Minor and Alexandria 
also bowed low before the crescent, and 
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the Empire of the Cesars was vanquished 
and contracted. This Church did not quail 
before the successive billows of devastation, 
but rode out the storm; her spiritual power 
did not stoop to the victor, but won many 
noble victories for Christ and sacrificed many 
glorious martyrs for him. The Caliphates 
rose and fell, the Seljuk dynasty glared for 
a while and soon became extinct, the Mon- 
golian hordes devastated the East and West, 
_and finally the Turks closed the annals of 
the Eastern Empire; because their hour had 
come. But the Eastern Church, hated and 
persecuted by all, humbled to the dust, sur- 
vived all and mocked at their destruction.* 


BURNED BUT NOT CONSUMED 


/ It is true that Christianity in the East is 

being crucified once more, and looking around 

with dimmed eyes into the dark horizon, 

she is crying out aloud, ‘‘My God, my God, 

why hast Thou forsaken me?’”’ But is she 
* Neale, Holy Eastern Church, i., Introduction, p. 5. 
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going to die? No! Crucifixion does not 
imply the absence of God, but rather the 
nearness of salvation and the certainty of 
resurrection. 

The faith and prayers of these persecuted 
Christians have been in time past mighty 
factors in overcoming the total destruction 
intended by the cruel persecutors. Who 
knows but that this gigantic struggle of 
nations to-day is breaking the dawn of a 
new day for the world; and if “the blood of 
the martyrs is the seed of the Church,” 
the Christians in Persia have truly made 
their sacrifice there for nearly eighteen hun- 
dred years; they have surely some right to 
“hope against hope,” to have a share in 
evangelizing the blood-bespattered Persia. 


THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN MISSION 
IN PERSIA 


The influence of a true Christian spirit, 
earned by long years of the unselfish service 
of the devoted American missionaries in 
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Persia, has won the respect and confidence 
even of the hostile elements, who have al- 
ready begun to show their appreciation. 

Tuesday, March 9, 1916, during the mas- 
sacres, a Muhammadan orator made a 
speech in a garden in Urumia to a crowd of 
several thousand people, practically all Mus- 
lims. He said that Italy and Persia had 
joined in the alliance with Germany, Austria, 
and Turkey, and, of course, were in the way 
of victory. America had taken no part in 
this war, but was doing good all over the world 
without regard to race or religion, caring for 
the sick and wounded, feeding the hungry, 
and befriending the needy. The American 
missionaries here, he said, have done and 
are doing this, and everyone should honor 
them and stand up for them. At this there 
was great applause. 

That little Mission Ark hos maker and 
pilot is God, driven on the disturbed sea of 
persecution, was the only hope of the Per- 
sian Church—the tempest-tossed bark, on 
the waves of the deluge, as the winds were 
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fighting against it and the perils were just 
ready to overwhelm it, and “Jesus slept.” 
The occupants were prayerful and penitent, 
even the little children seemed to know their 
Litany. They were striking their breasts 
and saying: “O Lord, have mercy upon us! 
O Jesus, save us.”” Evermore the Church is 
saved from destruction, because Jesus is in 
it. Roused by the prayers, the earnest cry 
of his servants, he rebuked the winds and 
waves before they quite engulfed it. 


II 
A CHAPTER OF HORRORS 


HE civilized world has been horrified by 
the monstrous crimes and most pathetic 
tragedy in history ancient or modern to which 
the Assyrians and Armenians have been 
once more subjected. 

We are witnessing to-day the greatest and © 
the most ruthless atrocities in modern history. 
The entire Christian nations of the Armenians 
and Assyrians are undergoing the process of 
extermination, by cruel methods of execution 
which surpass anything that ever preceded 

them anywhere. Theatrocities that are being 
committed now against these harmless and 
helpless Christians in Turkey and Persia are 
of a long standing character. Sometimes 
the storm has abated its fury, only to start 
up again with increased energy, and the 

II5 
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present relentless persecutions and brutal 
massacres are but the culmination of the 
generations of terror. 

The following statements are based upon 
various trustworthy sources, such as consular 
reports, unimpeachable testimonies of eye- 
witnesses, and official documents, which have 
been corroborated by the narratives of the 
missionaries of the neutral countries who 
have just arrived from the scene of these 
horrors and have been through them all, 
and are unquestionably confirmed by men of 
honorable position, men for whom it would 
be impossible to misrepresent the facts in the 
case, and who could have no other motive 
than the sense of justice and humanity. A 
large amount of the material has been secured 
from the Bulletins of the American Committee 
for Armenian and Syrian Relief. _ 

It is one’s duty always to avoid exaggera- 
tion; in this case, however, there is no room 
left for exaggeration. How can one exag- 
gerate where the powers of language hardly 
suffice to describe even the facts! 
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I 


URUMIA THE STORM CENTER 


Consonant with the provisions of the Anglo- 
Russian convention of 1907, which was made 
ostensibly to arrange questions concerning 
their respective ‘‘interests’’ and to afford 
protection to Persia, the Shah was as- 
sumed to be merely a passive figurehead of 
authority, lending automatic sanction to the 
acts of ministers of those Powers. At any 
rate, Urumia and its neighboring districts 
in the province of Azerbaijan, which lies 
within the Russian sphere of influence, were 
garrisoned by a few thousand Russian sol- 
diers. The presence of the soldiers had a 
great effect on the morale of the Turks and 
Kurds; the inroads were checked, life and 
property protected, and peace and quietude 
restored. 

With the outbreak of the European war, 
however, things took a different turn; the 
Kurds began to raid the nearest Christian 
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districts and the inhabitants were put to 
flight. 

The month before the declaration of war 
between Russia and Turkey, in October, 
1914, the district of Urumia was invaded by 
the reinforced Turkish troops and Kurdish 
irregulars. Fora time they were successful in 
resisting the counter-attack of the Russians, 
and in plundering and destroying the vil- 
lages, until the arrival of the Russian rein- 
forcements. By the help of these and some 
native Christians who were armed by the 
Russians, the enemy was checked. The 
‘slightest defense on the part of the Nestorian 
Christians against a raid has always been 
trumped up as a sufficient pretext’ for their 
death-warrant and an absolutely unlimited 
opportunity for plunder and massacre. 

Such were the preliminary acts of the 
terrible catastrophe that took place shortly 
afterwards. 7 

Matters apparently quieted down for a 
few days, until the war between Russia 
and Turkey had actually begun. Then the 
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aggressive Turks amassed overwhelming 
numbers of soldiers on the Caucasus fron- 
tier and tried to. cut off the Russian communi- 
cation and surround the soldiers in Urumia; 
consequently these were compelled to with- 
draw. Of the order of withdrawal that 
reached Urumia on December 30, I914, 
Christians knew nothing until three days 
afterwards. On January 2d the news was 
flashed like a clap of thunder in a clear sky: 
“The Turks are coming, the Russians are 
withdrawing, flee for your life.” The Rus- 
sians’ departure was the herald for the Kurds 
to pounce upon the prey from which they 
had so long been held at bay. 


II 


THE FLIGHT 


“Then it was that that terrible stampede 
took place. There was absolutely no human 
power to protect these unhappy people from 
the savage onslaught of the invading hostile 
forces. It was an awful situation. At mid- 
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night the terrible exodus began; a concourse 
of twenty-five thousand men, women, and 
children, Nestorians and Armenians, leaving 
the cattle in the stables, all their household 
goods and all the supply of food for winter, 
hurried, panic-stricken, on a long and pain- 
ful journey to the Russian border, enduring 
the intense privations of a foot journey in the 
snow and mud, without any kind of prepara- 
tion. The horrible details of that dreadful 
flight can never be adequately told. 

“The English missionary who left Urumia 
with the fugitives describes the flight in 
these words: ‘As far as eye could reach in 
both directions there was a constant stream 
of fugitives, sometimes so dense that the 
road was blocked. It was a dreadful sight, 
and one I never want to see again, many of 
the old people and children died on the way.’ 

“If anyone possessed a horse or a donkey 
or any other beast of burden, he was for- 
tunate, and if he happened to have ready 
cash in his home, he was even more so. But 
well to do as a man may be, cash is not always 
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on hand in the villages, and so many who, 
according to the standard of the country, 
were rich, started on their long journey with 
a mere pittance. 

“Before the seven days’ hard walking to 
the Russian border was accomplished, all en- 
cumbrances were cast aside, such as quilts, 
extra clothing, even bread, for it became a 
question with the poor, tired, struggling 
crowd which they would carry, their bedding 


_ or their babies. A number of women were 


delivered on the road; the mothers tore off 
their dresses, wrapped the babies in the pieces, 
and resumed their tramp. The weaker ones 
died by the roadside, of exhaustion, exposure, 
and hemorrhage. Under the severe strain, 
some individuals became demented. 

“The sick and the aged and the wee chil- 
dren fell by the way, and did not rise again. 
The twenty-five thousand who passed into 
the Russian border lines were so haggard 
and emaciated that their own friends did 
not recognize them. Almost worse than the 
weary tramping by day in the deep mud, 
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were the nights, passed by those who could 
find no shelter and lay out all night in the 


29 
° 


wet 


Tit 
_THE HOUSE OF REFUGE 


All who could flee towards the Russian 
border did so, though without provision; still 
many thousands remained behind, simply 
because they could not flee, their villages 
being so situated that flight was impossible. 
These panic-stricken people made a rush into 
the mission house in the city; a large number 
of them, however, had been intercepted on 
the way and murdered; others who had nar- 
rowly escaped arrived cold, hungry, and 
exhausted, with frozen and bleeding feet. 
They were robbed and stripped on the roads 
of everything they had. Not far from twenty 
thousand souls took refuge in the mission 
compounds; some three thousand of these. 
concealed themselves in the quarters of the 
French mission. As things moved on with 
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lightning speed, the missionaries were utterly 
unprepared for this impending catastrophe. 
But still, they took all in, they cared for them 
and fed them for nearly five months. They 
were jammed in the rooms and church like 
sardines. In some rooms even the sick had 
to sit up. The only comfortable person in 
the crowd was found to be a woman with a 
babe in her arms, leaning against a pillar 
for months; she laid the infant to sleep on 
the desk in front of her. 
“Children are being born every day,” says 
one report. ‘‘We have managed to give 
two small rooms to these women, many of 
whom haven’t even a quilt. Children were 
born even in the crowded church. One of the 
women who was reporting these cases com- 
plained in a very aggrieved tone that some 
were even bringing two, as if one wasn’t 
enough to satisfy anybody under existing 
circumstances.” 
The problem of feeding these multitudes 
was difficult; without the wise management 
of the missionaries hundreds would have died 
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of starvation. They were fortunate enough 
to be able to borrow money for bread, dis- 
tributing over four tons of bread a day, or 
fifteen thousand loaves of about ten and a 
half ounces a loaf, each person getting one 
loaf a day, and that only dry bread; but 
man cannot “live by bread alone,’”’ week 
after week. 

As the refugees were huddled together in 
a most unsanitary condition, hungry, ragged, 
and filthy, a serious epidemic of typhoid, 
typhus, and dysentery broke out among 
them, carrying off from ten to twenty-five 
every day, the breath passing from bodies 
which had long before been soulless. It was 
like a nightmare quickened into life. 

The terrible disease of dysentery was due 
largely to the lack of proper food. When the 
sick became helpless and offensive, it was 
almost impossible to get anybody to care 
for them. 

From the fear of the enemy outside the 
mission premises, the dead could not be 
- taken out to the burial ground, they were 
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interred unwept in the mission yard; most of 
them were just dropped, without coffins, into 
a great trench of rotting humanity. In some 
cases bodies of the little ones were wrapped 
in ragged pieces of patchwork. 

Death became one thing to be longed for; 
the people were exclaiming: ‘‘Blessed are 
the dead,’”’ and, ‘‘Let us fall now into the 
hand of the Lord and not into the hands of 
the Kurds.’”’ The condition of the living 

was really more pitiful than that of the dead; 
they were hungry, ragged, dirty, sick, cold, 
wet, swarming with vermin. 

Finally, of the eighteen adult members of 
the American mission, who were attending 
the refugees, thirteen contracted diseases and 
three lost their lives. 

German missionaries in Persia have been 
fully as indignant at the sight of these hor- 
rors, fully as sympathetic with the sufferers 
as the missionaries of neutral nations. 
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IV 


. 


STATEMENT OF GERMAN MISSIONARIES 


- The following heartrending accounts are 
taken from the letters of the German mis- 
sionaries in Persia; the letters were published 
in Der christliche Orient, and republished on 
October 18, 1915, in the Dutch newspaper 
De Nieuwe Roiierdamsche Courant, the leading 
journal of Holland. 

“The latest news is that four thousand 
Syrians and one hundred Armenians have 
died of disease alone, at the missions, within 
the last five months. All villages in the 
surrounding district with two or three excep- 
tions have been plundered and burnt; twenty 
thousand Christians have been slaughtered 
in Armenia and its environs.” 

““On the road,” writes another German 
missionary in Azerbaijan, “I found four 
little children. The mother sat on the 
ground, her back resting against a wall. 
The hollow-eyed children ran up to me, 

* Der christliche Orient, Sept—Oct., 1915, p. 74 £. 
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‘stretching out their hands and crying: 
‘Bread! Bread!’ When I came closer to 
the mother, I saw that she was dying.” 

Here is a description from another letter: 

“In Haftewan, a village of Salmas, 750 
corpses without heads have been recovered 
from the wells and cisterns alone. Why? 
Because the commanding officer had put a 
price on every Christian head. In Haftewan 
alone more than five hundred women and girls 
were delivered to the Kurds of Saudjbulak. 
One can imagine the fate of these unfortunate 
creatures. In Diliman crowds of Christians 
were thrown into prison and driven to accept 
Islam. The men were circumcised. Gul- 
pashan, the richest village in the Urumia 
district, has been wholly ransacked. The 
men were slain and the good-looking women 
and girls carried away. So also in Babarud. 
Hundreds of women jumped into the deep 
river, when they saw how many of their 
sisters were violated by the bands of brigands, 
in broad daylight, in the middle of the road. 
So also at Miandoab and in Sulduz district,” 
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A large number of captured girls were 
taken into various cities and sold as slaves 
to Turks for a nominal price. In the streets 
of Beirut they were offered for twenty piasters 
(eighty cents). A man bought one for that 
price, but he was soon stabbed, and the girl 
taken from him, because it was discovered 
that he was a Christian. | 


Vv 


A HEROIC MISSIONARY , 


Geogtapa, one of the largest villages of the 
plain of Urumia, was besieged by the Kurds. 
Many of the inhabitants of other villages 
had reached that place on their way to the 
city, and these, together with the village in- 
habitants, kept up a fight for days to defend 
their families and themselves. They were 
finally driven to their last stand in the two 
churches situated on a high hill formed of 
ashes of Zoroastrian fires. The women and 
children were crowded like sheep in the 
churches. It was at this time that Dr, 
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Packard, the missionary physician, made a 
valiant intervention, determined to see what 
his long and intimate relations with many 
of the Kurdish chiefs would do. At the risk 
of his life he visited the Sheikh and begged 
that the lives of the villagers might be given 
him; the property would gladly be given to 
the Kurds, and he prevailed. When Dr. 
Packard arrived, a lively battle was going on, 
with no hope for the Christians. He had 
great difficulty in getting to the chiefs with- 
out being shot; but he finally reached them, 
and they knew him. Some of these Kurds 
had spent weeks in his hospital and had been 
operated upon by him; so they listened to him 
while he was pleading for the lives of the 
people inside, and agreed to let them go 
with him if they would give up their guns 
and ammunition. They did, and he brought 
them with him into the city in the middle 
of the night, over a thousand men, women, 
and children, who, but for his mediation, 
would have been massacred in the usual 
horrible way. He ‘‘‘plucked them as a fire- 
9 
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brand, out of the burning,’’ and he himself 
had “‘no hurt.” _ 


VI 
A GIRL HEROINE 


Another incident of thrilling account was 
that of a girl of seventeen. When her 
family left Salmas for Russia she stayed 
with her old father. The Kurds entered the 
village and came to her house. She, with a 
boy about eighteen years old, fled to the 
roof from which she shot the Kurd who killed 
her father and then fled from roof to roof 
till she reached the edge of the village and 
took the road to Diliman, She shot five 
Kurds who pursued her in the village, and 
being followed by a horseman, shot his horse 
so that he desisted from the pursuit. She 
took refuge with a Karguzar and the Muslims 
wished her to become Muhammadan, prom- 
ising her a rich husband, to which she replied 
she would first kill whoever attempted to 
make her change her faith and then kill 
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herself. The Turkish commander sent for 
her and took her gun away, saying she was 
braver than any of his soldiers. She went 
back to the Karguzar’s house, and the Turks 
sent word to have her killed, but the Kargu- 
zar hid her, so she was saved by the return 
of the Russians. 

It requires extraordinary courage and forti- 
tude to fight with a Kurd who is a walking 
arsenal, armed to the teeth with guns, 
cartridge belts, daggers, and spear. 


VII 
THE AMERICAN FLAG FEARED 


While the people had partly fled to Russia 
and partly taken refuge with the missionaries, 
the blood-mad Turks and Kurds had sur- 
rounded the mission premises with threats of 
death against the refugees. They were 
warded off, however by the American flag, 
and the refugees were untouched. To them 
the mission was a heaven in the midst of a 
hell. 
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Citizens of the United States unfurled the 
flag high in the air from their mission gates; 
neither Turk nor Kurd would dare to break 
in. 

During eighty long years the American 
mission has ministered to the spiritual as 
well as the temporal needs of that community 
found in the plain of Urumia, its neighboring 
districts, and in the Kurdistan Mountains; but 
at no time has it performed a more praise- 
worthy and nobler service than during these 
massacres. It is a meritorious record that 
can very seldom be equalled in the annals 
of missionary work. 

If it were not for the assistance rendered 
by the little band of these devoted American 
missionaries in Urumia, none of the Chris- 
tians, probably, could have escaped the sword 
of those most inveterate foes of Christianity. 
The protection of those Christians who sur- 
vived death and destruction was accom- 
plished only by their constant vigilance 
during the six months of that fiendish 
massacre. 
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The Rev. Dr. William A. Shedd, who is 
thoroughly conversant with the men and 
manners of the country, through his most 
unremitting exertion secured the codpera- 
tion of the Persian governor and other 
authorities to save the lives of many. Even 
the Kurds responded sometimes to his 
appeals for mercy. 


VIII 


- MASSACRE AND RAPINE WERE THE ORDER OF 


THE DAY 


Among the villagers who had not fled, the 
reign of terror took place. The troops were 
engaged, wholly unchecked, in the work of 
depredation and murder. 

During the last days of February, shortly 
after the arrival of Reghib Bey, the Turkish 
Consul-General at Tabriz, about forty persons 
were taken out of the French mission at mid- 
night, and told that they would be transported 
to Turkey; they were tied together, and shot 
at a place about two miles from the city of 
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Urumia. The dead and wounded were left 
piled up. Among the murdered were Mar 
Dinkha, a Nestorian bishop, and an aged 
Catholic priest. Every possible means was 
tried to mollify the officers, but they were 
obdurate and implacable, and intent to carry 
out the orders of the Turkish authorities. 


i= 
THE HEARTLESS ASSASSINS 


_ Dr. Shimun of Sipurghan, Urumia, was 
captured by the Turks while hiding in the 
Ganbil Daghi near the lake of Urumia. They 
saturated his clothes with oil and set him on 
fire, shot him while fleeing, and cut off his 
head. 

On March 24th, a still more horrible deed 
was committed at Gulpashan, the most pros- 
perous village in Urumia; fifty men were 
taken out into the cemetery, the soldiers 
made them all sit down on the ground, and 
then shot at them. They then looked: them 
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over, and anyone who was found to be 
breathing was shot the second time. Similar 
acts were performed in other places. 


x 


A COWARDLY SLAUGHTER 


A dastardly massacre took place shortly 
after that. Seventy-five Christians had 
been employed by the Turks to bring tele- 
graph wire from Gawar, Turkey, a district 
about sixty miles distant, across the border. 
They were kept here in confinement with 
very little food. On the way back they 
were taken into a mountain valley fifteen or 
twenty miles from the city of Urumia, and 
massacred in cold blood. Three of them 
escaped, after pretending to be dead, and 
returned wounded and bloody. In the ad- 
joining regions of Turkey, according to 
reports confirmed by many persons from 
there, and by the fact that the refugees from 
Gawar are almost all women and children, 
similar massacres took place. 
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XI 


STATEMENT OF A MISSIONARY IN URUMIA, 
PERSIA 


“Yesterday I went to the Kalla of Ismael 
Agha and from there, Kasha and some others 
went with me up the road to the place where 
the Gawar men were murdered by the Turks. 
It was a gruesome sight! Perhaps the worst 
I have seen at all. There were seventy-one 
or two bodies; we could not tell exactly 
because of the conditions. It is about six 
months since the murder. Some were in 
fairly good condition, dried like a mummy, 
their faces pinched into horrible death masks. 
Others were torn to pieces by the wild ani- 
mals.. Some had been daggered in several 
places, as evident from the cuts in the skin. 
Most of them had been shot. The ground 
about was littered with empty shells. It was 
a long way off from the Kalla, and a half 
hour’s walk from the main road into the 
most rugged gorge I have seen for some time. 
I suppose the Turks thought no word could 
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get out from there, a secret, solitary, rocky 
gorge. How those three wounded men suc- 
ceeded in getting out and reaching the city 
is more of a marvel than I thought it was 
at the time. The record of massacre burials 
now stands as follows: 

““At Charbash, forty in one grave, among 
them a bishop. At Gulpashan, fifty-one in 
one grave, among them the most innocent 
persons in the country; and now, above the 
Kalla of Ismael Agha, seventy in one grave, 
among them leading merchants of Gawar. 

‘These one hundred and sixty-one persons, 
buried by me, came to their death in the 
most cruel manner possible, at the hands of 
regular Turkish troops in company with 
Kurds under their command.” 


XII 
RED HORROR 


The worst of all these massacres took place 
in Salmas, a district to the north of Urumia 
and adjoining it; it is inhabited by the Arme- 
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nians, Nestorians, and Muslims. In March, 
when all the males above the age of twelve 
were killed in the village of Haftewan, many 
of them were hacked to pieces. This was 
done by order of Jevdet Pasha, the son of 
Takis Pasha, commander of Turkish forces 
in that region. He is a man who has studied 
in the French school in Beirut, Syria. It 
was he who ordered and planned the massacre 
here. I will not multiply the monotonous 
tale of barbarity; these instances will suffice 
to show the cold-blooded deliberateness and 
savage barbarity that exceed anything we 
have ever heard of, even in that part of the 
world. 

The object of all these massacres was to 
strike a blow that would never need repetition. 

Inciting such barbarous troops by the cry of 
Jthad, holy war, against the non-combatants 
and unarmed people is absolutely unjustified. 
“The provision of the sacred law of Islam 
forbids the Christians to possess arms.’ 
There is no case in history of human de- 
pravity, certainly not since the time of 
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Tamerlane, in which any crime so hideous 
and upon so large a scale has been recorded. 
Every incident turns upon pillage or mur- 
der or rape or torture. The brutal creatures 
plundered the villages, killed the men, dis- 
honored the women, seized the portable 
property, and returned leisurely home, con- 
scious of having done a good day’s work. 
The fact that these acts were often com- 
- mitted by the bloodthirsty Kurds does not 
exonerate the Turks who issued the orders. 
The Persian Muslims joined the Kurds to 
give vent to their everlasting and mortal 
grudge against their Christian neighbors. 


XIII 
RAPE 


There is, however, something more re- 
volting than the murder, pillage, and torture 
perpetrated upon these unhappy Christian 
people of the East, and that is the assault 
made on women’s honor—the women whose 
chastity and purity are proverbial. When 
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the male population of a village were done 
away with, many of the women were not 
killed but reserved for a more humiliating 
fate. The women who were unable to flee 
or did not succeed in hiding themselves were 
deliberately dishonored, and the girls de- 
flowered. We weep for them because they 
were not killed by the butcher’s knife. 


XIV 
ABDUCTION 


According to the missionary reports 
“many of the good-looking girls and women 
were taken captive by the Turks, Kurds, and 
Persian Muhammadans, to be consigned to 
harems, a life that is worse than death.” 

The report goes on: “Lucy came in 
yesterday with her baby from the village to 
which she had fled, living in terror of Kurds 
who surrounded the village, by day and by 
night. There was no avenue of escape. The 
Kurds came to the roofs and commanded the 
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people to go down. Lucy, with one Kurd 
below her on the ladder and two above her, 
her baby on her back, got down. In the 
yard she saw her younger sister, Sherin, a 
pretty girl of about fifteen, being dragged 
away by a Kurd. She was imploring Lucy 
to save her, but Lucy was helpless. When 
she was telling me this with tears and sobs 
she said: ‘Every night, when I try to sleep 
I hear her entreaties, ‘‘Oh, Lucy, I’ll be your 
sacrifice. Save me, Lucy!’’ I called to her: 
“Pull your head-kerchief over your face; 
don’t look into their faces.’’ She tried to 
conceal her face, and daubed it with mud, 
but she has such beautiful dark eyes and rosy 
cheeks! The Kurds grabbed her, and peering 
into her face, they dragged her away. Oh! if 
they had only killed my sister we could say: 
‘She is dead, like many others.’”’ But that 
she should be in the hands of a Kurd, we 
cannot bear it.’ 

““On Sunday, January 25th, a Jew brought 
us word from Ushnuk that Sherin is there in 
the house of a Kurd and that every effort 
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is being made by gifts, persuasion, and threats 
to make her profess Islam, but that she always 
answers: ‘You may kill me, but I will never 
deny my faith.’ Later she was liberated un- 
scathed,byaKurdish woman. Truly a miracle. 

‘“‘ Another sad case was that of the mother 
of a girl of twelve, who was being taken away 
to a life of slavery. The mother protested 
and tried to save her child, who was ruth- 
lessly torn from her. As the daughter was 
being dragged away the mother made so 
much trouble for her oppressors, and clung 
to them so tenaciously, that they stabbed 
her twelve times before she fell helpless to ' 
save her little girl from her fate. This woman 
recovered from her wounds. Some people 
were shot as they ran, and children that they 
were carrying were killed or wounded with 
them. In some cases men were lined up so 
that several could be shot with one bullet in 
order not to waste ammunition on them.” 

An Assyrian priest was escaping on horse- | 
back with his daughter; he was killed and the 
girl carried off to Kurdistan, where she was 
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married by force to a Kurd. Four months 
later came the sad news that she had died. 
During her illness she had as companion 
another Syrian girl, also a captive. This 
other girl relates that the Muslim women 
came and turned the sick woman’s face to- 
wards Mecca. The invalid begged her com- 
panion to turn her face to the east, that she 
might die a Christian. 

Another pathetic case, a woman, fleeing 
with her two children—her husband was 
abroad—met a Muslim mullah in her flight. 
He took the children, stripped them of their 
clothing, and threw them both into a stream, 
which was on the point of freezing. He then 
offered to marry the woman. On her refusal 
he left the woman on the road to her fate. 
She returned to the stream, and, taking her 
children from the water, carried them to a 
vineyard near by, where she placed them 
in a hollow place with some straw over them 
to try and warm them; both children died 
in the morning. Later the sorrowing woman 
found her way to Urumia. Five months 
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afterwards the Russians caught this inhuman 
brute and made him suffer for his crime. 


XV 
ISLAMIZATION 


Many attractive girls and young women 
were forcibly taken into harems. Many 
others were promised their lives on accepting 
Islam, if they would merely pronounce its 
formula and abjure Christ. But instead of 
doing so, with a few exceptions, they gave 
their souls to God and their bodies to the 
tormentors, defying hell itself by their bound- 
less trust in God and Jesus Christ. 

Such martyrdom deserves to be appre- 
ciated for the light it throws on the disposi- 
tion of these people which has characterized 
them as a martyr nation for almost nineteen 
hundred years. | 

The poor people, cut off from all prospect 
of Christian aid, and deprived, by the fewness 
of their numbers and the want of arms, of 
the opportunity of showing any courage in 
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self-defense, were able to display that still 
higher courage which consists in facing death 
for the sake of the faith. 


XVI 
EXTORTION 


Another form of outrage was that of 
seizing persons and levying fines on them; 
the refusal was met with death; as inter- 
mediates, the missionaries redeemed many, 
by paying for them and for those who fled 
to the mission for protection a ransom of 
several thousand dollars directly to the Turk- 
ish military or consular authorities. Prison- 
ers thus held were beaten and incarcerated, 
to be hung or shot if the money was not 
forthcoming. The most notable instance 
was that of a bishop, who was taken out of 
the mission premises, and for whom the 
Turks demanded a ransom of fifteen thou- 
sand tomans, ten thousand tomans, eight 
thousand tomans, and finally accepted fifty- 
five hundred. 
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To visualize the villages in that beautiful 
plain of Urumia, lying in ruins, the homes 
burned, the men massacred, the girls taken 
captive, the women, even children, outraged, 
is so horrible that one recoils, it makes the 
flesh creep. 


XVII 
NESTORIANS IN THE KURDISTAN MOUNTAINS 


The suffering Nestorians who live in the 
extreme eastern part of Turkey and in the 
western part of Persia, adjoining Turkey, 
have suffered as greatly, and perhaps more 
generally than those in Persia. They are 
the remnants of the old Nestorian Church, 
numbering about ninety thousand, and did 
not escape the massacre and pillage suffered 
by the others. They are a sturdy people who, 
like the Kurds about them, have maintained 
a state of semi-independence and have been 
more or less able to defend themselves against 
attacks. Last summer their turn came and, 
as the following story indicates, they were 
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forced to leave the mountain valleys and go 
over into Persia. Perhaps half of the total 
number have reached Persia. Some others 
may have reached Russia; many have per- 
ished in the mountain valleys—how many, 
no one can tell. 

For months they had been holding their 
own in the mountain fastnesses, hoping for 
succor from the Russians; when this failed and 
their enemies increased on every hand they 
had to flee; many perished in the attempt. 

The first attack by the combined force of 
Turks and Kurds was made in June, 1915, and 
was partially successful. The people were 
driven out of their valleys into the high moun- 
tains. Inthismovement not many lives were 
lost, but many villages were destroyed. The 
hostile forces were for some reason or other 
withdrawn, and for some weeks there was 
comparative quiet, broken only by spasmodic 
attacks by local forces. About three weeks 
later there was another concerted attack 
made by the Turks and Kurds on their 
stronghold in the mountain top, and they 
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were driven out. About thirty thousand, 
with great difficulty, made their escape, part 
of their road being held by the Kurds. They 
came down southward to the Tal Valley, fol- 
lowed by the Kurds, and attempted to turn 
up the Zab to get out by way of Julamerk. 
They found the Kurds in force at the Julamerk 
bridge, and were forced to turn downstream. 
At the border of Tiary they crossed the Zab 
and went up into the hills, which they found 
deserted by the Kurds, who had gone to 
war. They then made their way around 
back of Julamerk, meeting no hostile force 
until they reached the ridge between Qu- 
chanis and the Zab. Here again they found 
a force of Kurds waiting for them. They 
had quite a sharp fight with them and the 
Kurds were worsted. From there on they. 
had no more trouble, reaching Bashkala in 
safety, and later coming down to Salmas, 
Persia. They number about thirty thou- 
sand. Among them is Mar Shimun, the 
Patriarch. They are mainly women and 
children, the men being massacred. 
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With reference to those who were left in 
the mountains, perhaps a thousand more 
succeeded in getting through. There are 
still some thousands shut up there, and their 
fate is still uncertain. How many were 
killed in this last attack, no one could give 
even an estimate, but undoubtedly the 
number must be large. 

A general massacre took place in the third 
group of this community, which numbered 
thirty thousand and occupied the valley of 
the Tigris, close to the ruins of Nineveh. 
Among the chief settlements of this region, 
which have been wiped out of existence, 
are Jezireh Ibn-Omar, Mansurieh, Shakh, 
Hassan, Sert. 

We are told that by order of the govern- 
ment the Kurds and Turkish soldiers put 
the Christians of those villages to the sword. 
Among the slain were several Presbyterian 
preachers and teachers. Some of the men 
of Shakh were killed by Turkish soldiers who 
had been stationed in their village by the 
government. The women and children who 
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escaped death were carried away captive. 
Among these were the families of the above 
mentioned ministers. Many of the women 
of Mansurieh threw themselves into the 
river to avoid falling into the hands of the 
Kurds. 

The massacre was repeated; after the first 
slaughter, there were Kurds who tried to save 
some of the Christians alive, but the govern- 
ment would not allow it. The decree was 
to complete the work or be punished. Of 
course some must have escaped, but as to 
their whereabouts no one knows. 

The prospect of the forlorn remnant who 
have escaped the massacre is piteous in the 
extreme. Some fifty thousand men, women, 
and children from Persia and Kurdistan are 
naked, hungry, and homeless. 

Such, in outline, is the story of what has 
happened to the Nestorian community which 
was dwelling in Persia and in the Kurdistan 
Mountains. 

I have not told the whole story—the whole 
story is too gruesome and horrible—but have 
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confined myself in these statements to the 
usual course of the crime. I have not 
mentioned the extravagance of wickedness, 
the barbarity of tortures, and the details of 
the outrages against the women, that would 
make a shameful and terrible page of modern 
history which is unfolding in Persia and 
‘Turkey. 

“May God forgive the Turks and Kurds, 
‘for they know not what they do.’ May 
God open their eyes to see whom they are 
persecuting. They are what centuries have 
made them. ‘Verily they think they are 
doing God service.’ Like Saul of Tarsus, 
may they become some day like Paul of 
Damascus!” 
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